20040402.ba v03_n632.bam.20040402 


>From ???@??? Fri Apr 2 19:34:20 2004 +0000 

Message-Id: <200404030133 .i1331XrAU003149@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Fri, 2 Apr 2004 19:33:34 CST 

From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 3632 


BOATANCHORS Digest 3632 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) Tapetone lit up 432 (Centimeg too) 
by Michael N Hopkins <mnhopkins@juno.com> 
2) Re: SX-99 Dig. Freq. Readout 
by Avery Comarow <acomarow@usnews.com> 
3) MRCG 2004 Reminder 
by W7QHO@aol.com 
4) ADMINISTRIVIA: Buying and Selling Guidelines 
by listown@nanniandjack.com (Mail List Owner) 
5) More about Knight Kit 
by "Richard Humphrey" <n6énae@ix.netcom.com> 
6) WTD manual for TS-118A/AP DA-140/AP Wattmeter 
by "Tom Chirhart" <sparks@codepoets.com> 
7) WTB power supply for Collins KWM-1 (516F-1) 
by "Tom Chirhart" <sparks@codepoets.com> 
8) switched power strip 
by ailO0@att.net 
9) Old Tube metal detectors 
by cswiger <cswiger@widomaker.com> 
10) switched power strip 
by ailO@att.net 
11) Re: Looking over the Knight R-100 (again) 
by wa9jml@tbc.net 
12) RE: Looking over the Knight R-100 (again) 
by "Freeberg, Scott (STP)" <Scott.Freeberg@guidant.com> 
13) Re: Tapetone lit up 432 (Centimeg too) 
by "John Hurst" <hurstjsj@gte.net> 
14) RE: More about Knight Kit 
by "Roecker, Greg" <greg.roecker@lmco.com> 
15) RE: More about Knight Kit 
by "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse. vanderbilt. edu> 
16) HV Capacitors wanted 
by Bob Kemp <bkemp@bobkemp. com> 
17) RE: More about Knight Kit 
by john <johnmb@nc.rr.com> 
18) Re: Old Tube metal detectors 


by john <johnmb@nc.rr.com> 


To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Date: Thu, 1 Apr 2004 06:03:38 -0600 

Subject: Tapetone lit up 432 (Centimeg too) 

Message-ID: <20040401.061454. -338659.0.MNHopkins@juno. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

From: Michael N Hopkins <mnhopkins@juno. com> 


> I seem to remember having a 440 mc converter by Tapetone, but am not 
sure.. 
> did they make one? 


This thought from Roy, K1iLKY, reminds that at least two firms marketed v. 
tube receive converters for the 432 mc band. 


For Tapetone, I cite Ed Tilton's rave review in QST for February, 1961, 
at page 46: 


"The Tapetone is beautiful in it's simplicity...silver plated...two 

coaxial tanks," wrote W1HDQ. He identifies the Tapetone as an early 
adherent of the "no gain before the mixer" school and says the maker 
claimed a Noise Figure of 6.5dB. 


I've seen California board kit 40M rigs beat that lately, but back then, 
"That compares favorably with the best we can do at 144 or 220 mc." He 
suggests a parametric amp in front for later and, yes, I checked: Sam 
Harris was listed on the QST staff then too. If you see a parametric 
amp, Sam Harris won't be far away; he's the one with the beard in '60s 
era pictures. 


I've not seen a Tapetone TC-432, but it would be at least as rare as a 
Tapetone 108, the satellite downconverter of '58. 


I have seen a Centimeg 432 converter. I thought it's chromed tuning 

tanks were filter caps but Microwave Guru Kent Britian, WA5VJB, 

recognized it and took it to the Central States VHF contest of 1998: 
http: //www.csvhfs.org/CSNF98.HTML 


It finished last at 9.97 dB but it was the only one with tubes (pair of 
6AM4s) . 


The converter didn't come back. I got a cell call for a guy who had the 


companion receiver and I let them flock together. I'm gathering the 
Tecraft Reference Collection, and I play with International Crystal. I 
learned not to over-reach when I tried to collect all 40 or so 6M AM 
transceivers. 


For a perspective on receive converter status in the late v. tube era, 
imagine International Crystal as a Chevrolet: a 210 FCV-1 or a Bel Air 
FCV-2. Amecos have to be Pontiacs since they started out plebeian but 
later offered the wide track Nuvistor models. A Tecraft is a Buick anda 
Tapetone a Cadillac with the TC-432 an El Dorado Brougham. 


So how about a Centimeg? Call it a 2-seat Jaguar and a Parks, since it 
came from out west too, we'll have to call a Frazer, or maybe a Kaiser 
but not a Henry J. There were many Henry Js in the converter show rooms 
back then, although I don't know Sears ever sold a receive converter. 


Michael, ab5L, MNHopkins@JUNO.com, Student of Tecraft, International 
Crystal (FIND A T-12!!) and Six Meter's Golden Age, 1956-58. 


Message-Id: <6.0.1.1.2.20040401151725 .02d69670@ntpop.usnews.com> 

Date: Thu, 01 Apr 2004 15:18:06 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Avery Comarow <acomarow@usnews.com> 

Subject: Re: SX-99 Dig. Freq. Readout 

Cc: bcarling@cfl.rr.com 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="=====================_82984495==.ALT" 


Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed 


The company is AADE. 
Avery W3AVE 
At 02:41 PM 4/1/04, you wrote: 


>There is a company making DIGITAL DIAL KIT THAT WILL WORK WITH JUST 
>ABOUT any (oops) receiver... 


> 

>do a web search, and you will find it. 

> 

>On 31 Mar 2004 at 22:35, Orrin Bentz wrote: 
> 


> > Does anyone have the plans and/or a schematic for an outboard readout 
> > that will work on a SX-99?. If not could someone point me in the right 


Vv 


Subscription control - 

http: //www.tempe.gov/lists/control.asp?list=BOATANCHORS To post - 
BOATANCHORS@LISTSERV.TEMPE.GOV Archives - 

http: //interactive.tempe.gov/archives/BOATANCHORS. html 


VVV VV 


> > direction to find such. 

“S 

> > If I remember right they have a frequency offset and connect to one of 
> > the IF stages. 

>> 

> > Cheers 

>> 

> > 73 de Orrin Bentz minmar@2z.net 

>> 

> > pn ner n ern ne enn ee ne ne een ee ee eee ee eee eee eee eee 
> > This list is a public service of the City of Tempe, Arizona 
> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 


>Subscription control - http://www.tempe.gov/lists/control.asp?list=BOATANCHORS 
>To post - BOATANCHORS@LISTSERV.TEMPE.GOV 
>Archives - http://interactive.tempe.gov/archives/BOATANCHORS. html 


Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


KK KKK KK KR KK KKK KK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK 
---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED--- 
This post contains a forbidden message format 
(such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) 
* Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT 
x If your postings display this message your mail program 
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting 
KK KKK KK KR KK KKK KK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK 


* 
* 
* 
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+ + FH OF 
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Date: Thu, 01 Apr 2004 14:50:53 -0500 

From: W7QHO@aol.com 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: MRCG 2004 Reminder 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Message-ID: <6BCE9EDA.63E75BF3.0000F8E2@aol.com> 


Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


All, 


MRCG 2004 will be held at Camp San Louis Obispo, CA, 30 April - 1 May 2004. 
Please mark your calendars. Equipment demonstrations, transmitter hunts, 
technical forums, more. For complete details see our web site at: http:// 
www.syzen.com/milradio/ 


C U there, 


Dennis DuVall, W7QHO 
Glendale, CA 


Message-Id: <200404011915.131JF1CD025962@osr506.nanniandjack.com> 
From: listown@nanniandjack.com (Mail List Owner) 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: ADMINISTRIVIA: Buying and Selling Guidelines 

Date: Thu, 1 Apr 2004 11:15:00 -0800 (PST) 


Gang- 


This periodic posting is intended as a gentle nudge and suggestion 
which should improve the quality of posts to the BoatAnchors list, and 
maintain our excellent (and high) signal to noise ratio... 


The list culture has developed to include "for sale" and "wanted" 
posts. Originally, all buying and selling traffic was focused on 
finding parts to complete a restoration. As the list has evolved, 
there has been an increase in buying and selling activity, which 
may not be all bad. 


There is, however, a real need to observe certain conventions, lest 
this otherwise benign activity turn into a real disturbance to the 
real purpose of the list: discussions of radio equipment using 
vacuum tubes, including the life and times of the designers and 
users of such gear. 


Please observe these guidelines: 


There is never a reason for an auction post or update on the 
Boatanchors List... comments about gear at auction elsewhere are noise, 
and those who would care already visit the auction sites, 

and those who do not frequent the auctions do not want to hear 

about it... simple policy -- keep this off the list! 


1) LIMIT the frequency of for sale postings... once a month is a 
good starting point 


2) DO NOT post endless "xxx is sold" to the entire list... you offered 
it for sale, and it is not considerate of list resources (which 
include the time and energy of the other list members) to burden 
the list with these senseless notices. Use direct email to those 
who responded, or, if you don't want to answer them personally, 
just don't use the list to advertise them for sale! 


3) AVOID even the mere faint appearance that you are posting items 
for sale as a regular adjunct to your business dealings. This has 
become more of a problem lately with some long lists showing up 
regularly on the main list, or with dealers who appear to be using 
the list for their personal advertising advantage. Failure to 
observe these basics xwillx result in banishment from the list -- 
just don't do it! When even a shadow of doubt creeps in, read the 
"Welcome" message again... it spells it out! 


4) DO be considerate of those on the list in your for sale or wanted 
postings. Keep them short, infrequent, and ONLY include items 
specifically appropriate to the list -- NO solid state gear is 
obvious, but try to avoid pushing the envelope in any area. 


5) LONG lists and estate offerings should be sent to me at: 
listown@nanniandjack.com 
so they may be uploaded to the archives for email, web, or ftp retrieval. 


6) We now have a web page up. Go to: 

http://www. theporch.com 
and follow the "ListProc Web Interface" Link to get registered 
and use the web interface, which allows searching of previous 
articles and the archived text files. 


Thanks for your understanding and help in making the boatanchors list 
have the highest signal to noise on the InterNet. 


73 
Jack, W4KH/Mobile - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Owner - - - 
listown@nanniandjack.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose" 


"Il n'y a que les idiots qui ne changent jamais d'idee" 
Thu Apr 1 11:15:00 PST 2004 


Message-ID: <412004441164322600@1ix.netcom. com> 
From: "Richard Humphrey" <n6énae@ix.netcom.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Subject: More about Knight Kit 

Date: Thu, 1 Apr 2004 8:43:22 -0800 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="----=_NextPart_84815C5ABAF209EF376268C8" 


-oe--- = _NextPart_84815C5ABAF209EF376268C8 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 


I've got a Knight Star Roamer on the bench for repair. 

Basic all American four circuit. Quit with the rude noises! My dad 
and I built this toy when I was in the third grade. My first radio. 
Still have yours? Anyway, it needs filter caps and a new line cord. 
Looking at my wiring job, I just may strip it and build it all over 
again. 


One of the big weak links with Knight was the cheap 

knobs. There's no metal bushing inside them, so the screw bears 

directly on the plastic. Get the screw tight enough to turn the band 
switch and the knob breaks. Almost all the knobs on this set have cracked 
in two over time. I put on a set from a junk Tek scope that sort of look 
right. Talk about starting a Yugo with a Mercedes key. 


Richard 


=SSm = _NextPart_84815C5ABAF209EF376268C8 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 
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---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED--- 
This post contains a forbidden message format 
(such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) 
Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT 
If your postings display this message your mail program 
is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting 
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From: "Tom Chirhart" <sparks@codepoets.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Subject: WTD manual for TS-118A/AP DA-140/AP Wattmeter 
Date: Thu, 1 Apr 2004 21:26:27 -0500 
Message-ID: <NLEATJDBAKDLGMNMKETAKETIACBAA. sparks@codepoets.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="is0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Anyone have a manual for this RF Wattmeter/thermocoupler or know of an 
internet website that may have it available for download? Thanks 73 Tom 
K4NCG 


From: "Tom Chirhart" <sparks@codepoets.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: WTB power supply for Collins KWM-1 (516F-1) 
Date: Thu, 1 Apr 2004 21:26:27 -0500 
Message-ID: <NLEATJDBAKDLGMNMKEITAMETACBAA. sparks@codepoets.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="i1so0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Does anyone have or know of a 516F-1 power supply that is available? or know 
where I can locate the power supply cable/connector for one? Thanks 73 Tom 
K4NCG 


From: ailO@att.net 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: switched power strip 

Date: Thu, 01 Apr 2004 15:26:51 +0000 

Message-Id: 

<040120041526 . 23846 . 406C34BA0003A10C00005D262160376316FFCF9396@att.net> 


Forgot to send the partnumber 
555-2930 

Sorry, 

art 


Date: Thu, 1 Apr 2004 10:27:58 -0500 (EST) 

From: cswiger <cswiger@widomaker.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Old Tube metal detectors 

Message-ID: <20040401102130.K77975@wilma.widomaker.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Gang - For what it's worth I stopped into a small locally 
owned electronics shop to pick up a used metal detector. After 
we got to talking the proprietor goes in the back and brings 
out this refugee from the junk pile with 4 tubes in it and 

a b+ battery. Interesting little device, I guess it's just 

a specially made rf oscillator w/ bfo and one coil at the 

end of the stick, probably runs anything from 10 to 60Kc, 

like an upside down theramin. 


--Chuck 
kb4new 


From: ailO@att.net 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: switched power strip 

Date: Thu, 01 Apr 2004 15:23:54 +0000 

Message-Id: 

<040120041523 . 20753 .406C340900030D5B000051112160376316FFCF9396@att . net> 


MCM 800-543-4330 advertised an 8-outlet switched power strip in a recent flyer. 

It has 8 

standard grounded outlets and a standard grounded plug on the back; 8 lighted 

switches and a 15 amp circuit breaker on the front. Designed for rack mounting. 

GemSound brand, made in China. 

They had it listed on sale 

for $14.95, now it's probably $19.95. I just got mine Saturday and it looks good. 
The usual disclaimers apply - not my company, not friends of mine, etc. 

Art K3HBA 


Message-ID: <1080832381.45c6e98110e91@www. tbc.net> 
Date: Thu, 1 Apr 2004 09:13:01 -0600 

From: wa9jml@tbc.net 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Looking over the Knight R-100 (again) 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="IS0O-8859-1" 
Content-Disposition: inline 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I do not have any complaints about Knight gear. I used a T-60 for several years 
when I was a novice and a tech. It gave me some problems, but generally worked 
pretty well. I also had a R100A receiver. It performed well, and the only 
complaint I had was the way the bandspread tuning was set up. But, it was 
intended as both a general coverage receiver and a ham band unit so there were 


some inherent compromises. I sold mine and got a National NC-155. Some guys 
put in some extra planetary vernier drives on the R100A tuning caps for easier 
tuning. I never did that with mine. In most respects it was superior to Heath 
efforts like the HR-10. It had decent performance for a fair price. 


73, 


Steve WA9IJML 


Quoting Mike Steussy - AE4R <ae4r@erols.com>: 


Ahoy, Eric and all... Roger your low opinion of the R-100 and Knight kits 
generally. I have two of them here, neither of which I built. One is 

the T-60 transmitter, the other is the VFO. I use the VFO, paired with 

my Drake 2-NT. After tweaking it for the CW end of the 40 meter band, 

it has worked well, with a little drift to be sure, but after a long 
warmup, it is acceptable. It has a built-in power supply and a buffer 
stage, unlike the Heath VF-1 and Johnson 122 of the same era. Another 
benefit is purely aesthetic; the color of the front panel matches that 

of the 2-NT. Since Drake didn't ever (to my knowledge) sell a matching 
VFO, I commend to members the Knight as a competent substitute. 


73, Mike Steussy AE4R 


VVVV VV VV VV VV VV 


content-class: urn:content-classes:message 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 
Subject: RE: Looking over the Knight R-100 (again) 
Date: Thu, 1 Apr 2004 09:03:54 -0600 
Message-ID: <42ECC21B33DFF245BAFAF57274BA5CE5016EC186@stpmse04.stp.guidant. com> 
From: "Freeberg, Scott (STP)" <Scott.Freeberg@guidant.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


I think Allied did a great job jazzing up the Y-726 and turning it into = 
the R-100A. The Y-726 is ok looking, the R-100A is spectacular compared 
to the Y-726. The R-100A/T-150A are a nice looking pair. 


I have two Y-726's and 1 R-100A, and 2 R-55s. I've never listened to = 

the R-100A because needs some repair and is in the que. I've listened = 
on the Y-726 and frankly I was pleasantly surprised at its performance! 

I was expecting just a tad more performance over the marginal shortwaves = 
like the GR-81, GR-91, Star Roamer, Space Spanner, S-38. Surprise, the 
Y-726 is a real receiver, sensitive, has some decent stability, some = 

selectivity, would have been a fine lower cost receiver for a Novice or 
General at the time. =20 


The only differences I noticed between the R-100A and the Y-726, besides 
the panel and silkscreen, are the knobs and the S-meter. I seem to = 
recall the Y-726 S meter opening is square and the R-100A opening is 
rectangular. Don't quote me on that :)) 


You know, another low cost ham receiver that is awesome is the Heath = 
HR-10. I bought one a few years ago just to find out what it was like. 
Surprise. What a nice little low cost ham receiver that does the job! = 
When I remodel the shack and build some benches, I'll have the = 
HR-10/DX-60 on the air. I suppose I could use the DX-60 to drive the = 
Desk KW :)))))))))))) 


73, Scott WAIWFA 
http: //www.qsl.net/wa9wfa 


Message-ID: <011c01c41862$3147b0a0$4a22ea44@userr940c8a3ml1> 
From: "John Hurst" <hurstjsj@gte.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Subject: Re: Tapetone lit up 432 (Centimeg too) 
Date: Thu, 1 Apr 2004 19:25:47 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Speaking of Tapetone, does anyone have a manual for a Skysweep Model 345 
receiver. 

I believe it receives directly on 6 and uses external converters for 144, 
220 and 432 MHz. 

I'd like to restore mine someday. 

John, KU6X 

motes Original Message ----- 

From: "Michael N Hopkins" <mnhopkins@juno.com> 

To: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Sent: Thursday, April 01, 2004 4:03 AM 
Subject: Tapetone lit up 432 (Centimeg too) 


> I seem to remember having a 440 mc converter by Tapetone, but am not 
sure.. 
> did they make one? 


This thought from Roy, K1ILKY, reminds that at least two firms marketed v. 
tube receive converters for the 432 mc band. 


For Tapetone, I cite Ed Tilton's rave review in QST for February, 1961, 
at page 46: 


"The Tapetone is beautiful in it's simplicity...silver plated...two 

coaxial tanks," wrote W1HDQ. He identifies the Tapetone as an early 
adherent of the "no gain before the mixer" school and says the maker 
claimed a Noise Figure of 6.5dB. 


I've seen California board kit 40M rigs beat that lately, but back then, 
"That compares favorably with the best we can do at 144 or 220 mc." He 
suggests a parametric amp in front for later and, yes, I checked: Sam 
Harris was listed on the QST staff then too. If you see a parametric 
amp, Sam Harris won't be far away; he's the one with the beard in '60s 
era pictures. 


I've not seen a Tapetone TC-432, but it would be at least as rare as a 
Tapetone 108, the satellite downconverter of '58. 


I have seen a Centimeg 432 converter. I thought it's chromed tuning 
tanks were filter caps but Microwave Guru Kent Britian, WA5VJB, 
recognized it and took it to the Central States VHF contest of 1998: 


http: //www.csvhfs.org/CSNF98.HTML 


It finished last at 9.97 dB but it was the only one with tubes (pair of 
6AM4s) . 


The converter didn't come back. I got a cell call for a guy who had the 
companion receiver and I let them flock together. I'm gathering the 
Tecraft Reference Collection, and I play with International Crystal. I 
learned not to over-reach when I tried to collect all 40 or so 6M AM 
transceivers. 


For a perspective on receive converter status in the late v. tube era, 
imagine International Crystal as a Chevrolet: a 210 FCV-1 or a Bel Air 
FCV-2. Amecos have to be Pontiacs since they started out plebeian but 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


later offered the wide track Nuvistor models. A Tecraft is a Buick anda 
Tapetone a Cadillac with the TC-432 an El Dorado Brougham. 


So how about a Centimeg? Call it a 2-seat Jaguar and a Parks, since it 
came from out west too, we'll have to call a Frazer, or maybe a Kaiser 
but not a Henry J. There were many Henry Js in the converter show rooms 
back then, although I don't know Sears ever sold a receive converter. 


Michael, ab5L, MNHopkins@JUNO.com, Student of Tecraft, International 
Crystal (FIND A T-12!!) and Six Meter's Golden Age, 1956-58. 


VV VV VV VV VV VV 


Date: Fri, 02 Apr 2004 07:59:19 -0500 

From: "Roecker, Greg" <greg.roecker@lmco.com> 

Subject: RE: More about Knight Kit 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Message-id: <9B38D82679975748AB4DE66A65235236067340B2@emss04m04.us.1lmco.com> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 

content-class: urn:content-classes:message 


Richard and the group, 


I just completed restoring my original Knight Star Roamer. I built mine 
when I was 9. Whoa...the soldering looks like it was done by a nine 
year-old! But what a great little radio. I spent hours in front of 
that thing. Those were some of the most wonderful memories. 


All of the knobs on mine are split in the same way. But they seem to 
hold on ok for now. I replaced the filter caps and the selenium 
rectifier with a husky diode. 


Greg / n4osj 


esse Original Message----- 

From: owner-boatanchors@theporch.com 
[mailto:owner-boatanchors@theporch.com] On Behalf Of Richard Humphrey 
Sent: Thursday, April 01, 2004 11:43 AM 

To: Old Tube Radios 

Subject: More about Knight Kit 


I've got a Knight Star Roamer on the bench for repair. 

Basic all American four circuit. Quit with the rude noises! My dad 
and I built this toy when I was in the third grade. My first radio. 
Still have yours? Anyway, it needs filter caps and a new line cord. 
Looking at my wiring job, I just may strip it and build it all over 
again. 


One of the big weak links with Knight was the cheap 

knobs. There's no metal bushing inside them, so the screw bears 
directly on the plastic. Get the screw tight enough to turn the band 
switch and the knob breaks. Almost all the knobs on this set have 
cracked 

in two over time. I put on a set from a junk Tek scope that sort of 
look 

right. Talk about starting a Yugo with a Mercedes key. 


Richard 


Message-Id: <5.1.0.14.0.20040402084904 .038f0b30@vuse. vanderbilt .edu> 
Date: Fri, 02 Apr 2004 08:55:38 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse. vanderbilt .edu> 

Subject: RE: More about Knight Kit 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed 


> 

>I just completed restoring my original Knight Star Roamer. I built mine 
>when I was 9. Whoa...the soldering looks like it was done by a nine 
>year-old! But what a great little radio. I spent hours in front of 
>that thing. Those were some of the most wonderful memories. 

I still have my Ocean Hopper, with the cabinet and all the coils. My first 
kit radio (I had built some crystal sets and a foxhole radio prior) 
assembled at age 12. Good bang for the buck, fair performance for a 
one-tube set (well, there is a rectifier and an audio amp, but all the 
serious work is done by a 12AV6). And besides, you get to listen to SO 
MANY stations at once!!_ ;) 


I had to replace the filter cap on it about five years ago, but it still 
works a treat and I drag it out now and then for fun. 


The market for these and Space Spanners would indicate that they strike a 


responsive chord of nostalgia.... 


I built perhaps half a dozen other Knight kits through high school, mainly 
hifi gear. The performance was not stellar, but when you could get them to 
work they were adequate. After my more recent experiences with an R-55 
(anyone want one?) and an R-100a (already gone) I am not inspired to invest 
in any more. 


A. B. Bonds 


Message-ID: <406DEF2E.7010903@bobkemp. com> 

Date: Fri, 02 Apr 2004 16:54:38 -0600 

From: Bob Kemp <bkemp@bobkemp.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: HV Capacitors wanted 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; format=flowed 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Anyone have a source for 2500+ volt caps (270pf)! These can be disk 
ceramic or dipped mica's. 
Bob 


Message-Id: <3.0.3.32.20040402202835 .0278c8d8@pop-server.nc.rr.com> 
Date: Fri, 02 Apr 2004 20:28:35 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: john <johnmb@nc.rr.com> 

Subject: RE: More about Knight Kit 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; x-avg-checked=avg-ok-69982F96; 
boundary="=======2AEB799D=======" 


Content-Type: text/plain; x-avg-checked=avg-ok-69982F96; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


Hi Greg, 

The SR was my first "real" radio. I don't remember what Allied 

catalog it was, but I clearly remember a page advertising the Star 

Roamer, that had a fireman talking into a mic, with a fire in the background, 
and the Eiffel tower in the image too....these all being images conjured 

up through the use of this magical radio. 


Mine worked after a fact, and somewhere along the line, my father 
got rid of it. I've got another now, but it's not the same. I never 
did make a contact on that darned thing, but it started me down 


the road to ham radio ruin. :-) 


John 
K5MO 


At 07:59 AM 4/2/04 -0500, Roecker, Greg wrote: 

> 

> 

>Richard and the group, 

> 

>I just completed restoring my original Knight Star Roamer. I built mine 
>when I was 9. Whoa...the soldering looks like it was done by a nine 
>year-old! But what a great little radio. I spent hours in front of 
>that thing. Those were some of the most wonderful memories. 

> 

>All of the knobs on mine are split in the same way. But they seem to 
>hold on ok for now. I replaced the filter caps and the selenium 
>rectifier with a husky diode. 


> 
>Greg / n4osj 

> 

> 

beicece Original Message----- 


>From: owner-boatanchors@theporch.com 
>[mailto:owner-boatanchors@theporch.com] On Behalf Of Richard Humphrey 
>Sent: Thursday, April 01, 2004 11:43 AM 

>To: Old Tube Radios 

>Subject: More about Knight Kit 

> 

> 

> 

>I've got a Knight Star Roamer on the bench for repair. 

>Basic all American four circuit. Quit with the rude noises! My dad 
>and I built this toy when I was in the third grade. My first radio. 
>Still have yours? Anyway, it needs filter caps and a new line cord. 
>Looking at my wiring job, I just may strip it and build it all over 
>again. 

> 

> 

> 

>One of the big weak links with Knight was the cheap 

>knobs. There's no metal bushing inside them, so the screw bears 
>directly on the plastic. Get the screw tight enough to turn the band 
>switch and the knob breaks. Almost all the knobs on this set have 
>cracked 

>in two over time. I put on a set from a junk Tek scope that sort of 
>look 


>right. Talk about starting a Yugo with a Mercedes key. 

> 

> 

> 

>Richard 

> 

> 

> 

Sete 

> 

>Checked by AVG anti-virus system (http://www.grisoft.com). 
>Version: 6.0.622 / Virus Database: 400 - Release Date: 3/13/04 


Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; x-avg=cert; x-avg-checked=avg- 
ok-69982F96 
Content-Disposition: inline 


Checked by AVG anti-virus system (http://www. grisoft.com). 
Version: 6.0.622 / Virus Database: 400 - Release Date: 3/13/04 


Message-Id: <3.0.3.32.20040402205138 .02793d74@pop-server.nc.rr.com> 
Date: Fri, 02 Apr 2004 20:51:38 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: john <johnmb@nc.rr.com> 

Subject: Re: Old Tube metal detectors 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; x-avg-checked=avg-ok-69982F96; 
boundary="=======6556306=======" 


Content-Type: text/plain; x-avg-checked=avg-ok-69982F96; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 

Hi Chuck 

Did you get resettled? And if so, where the heck did you settle at? 


Hope you're doing well 
John 


At 10:27 AM 4/1/04 -0500, cswiger wrote: 

> 

>Gang - For what it's worth I stopped into a small locally 
>owned electronics shop to pick up a used metal detector. After 
>we got to talking the proprietor goes in the back and brings 
>out this refugee from the junk pile with 4 tubes in it and 

>a b+ battery. Interesting little device, I guess it's just 

>a specially made rf oscillator w/ bfo and one coil at the 

>end of the stick, probably runs anything from 10 to 60Kc, 
>like an upside down theramin. 

> 

>--Chuck 

>kb4new 

> 

> 

> 

>--- 

> 

>Checked by AVG anti-virus system (http://www.grisoft.com). 
>Version: 6.0.622 / Virus Database: 400 - Release Date: 3/13/04 


Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; x-avg=cert; x-avg-checked=avg- 
ok-69982F96 
Content-Disposition: inline 


Checked by AVG anti-virus system (http://www. grisoft.com). 
Version: 6.0.622 / Virus Database: 400 - Release Date: 3/13/04 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 3632 
KKKKKKKKKKAKKK KKK KIRK 


